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wars between neighbouring princes; disputes over succession like that which
prevailed incessantly in Thuringia over the inheritance of the last of the
line of landgraves1.

Richard sometimes made arrangements for carrying on the govern-
ment during his absence. When he returned to England after his brief
visit in 1260s, he appointed Philip of Falkenstein, his chamberlain, as his
representative in the Wetterau; Bishop Werner of Strasbourg in Alsace;
Philip of Hohenfels in Boppard and Oberwesel. But "they worked
everything to their own advantage, and nowhere was peace to be found."3
Some years later, when the danger from the Hohenstaufen party was acute,
the imperial lands on the right bank of the Rhine were entrusted to the
care of Ottokar of Bohemia, those on the left bank to the Archbishop of
Mayence (1866). But no one man was ever made responsible for the
administration; no prince was entrusted with a position such as Engelbert
of Cologne or Louis of Bavaria had occupied in the long absences of
Frederick II from his kingdom. The result was that certain of the stronger
princes took upon themselves the duty of restoring some sort of order by
means of local landfrieden sworn usually for a period of years. Archbishop
Conrad of Cologne, acting perhaps as the representative of King Richard,
issued such a one for the district of the Lower Rhine (November 1259);
another issued in 1265 covered the diocese of Paderborn and the land-
graviate of Hesse. Archbishop Werner of Mayence was particularly active
in trying to improve the wretched state of the country by this method:
in 1264 he united with the Count Palatine of the Rhine in a landfrieden
embracing their own territories; the next year he arranged a peace which
was sworn by a number of counts and nobles of the neighbourhood of
Mayence and by the towns of the Wetterau; and it was largely his influence
that induced King Richard during his visit to Germany in 1269 to publish
a general land-peace to be enforced throughout the whole Rhineland.

This last visit of Richard, made in August 1268, was more eventful than
either of the two which had preceded it. He spent the summer at Cambrai
and Aix-la-Chapelle; in December he was at Cologne; in the spring at
Worms. There about the middle of April he held a diet at which the
Archbishops of Mayence and Treves, three other bishops, the Count
Palatine, and a number of counts and lesser nobles presented themselves.
They belonged, it is true, exclusively to the Rhine district, for beyond it
his influence was entirely negligible; none the less it is significant, for never
since the first year of his reign had he been attended by so many German

1  It was finally settled in 1263 by a partition of the old landgraviate between the
two claimants: Thuringia itself fell to Henry the Illustrious, Margrave of Meissen,
whose mother Jutta was the daughter of Landgrave Herman; Hesse passed to Henry
the child, the grandson of Landgrave Louis and St Elizabeth, who was raised to the
rank of prince of the Empire by Adolf of Nassau in 1292.

2  Bohmer, Reg. 5356a and Bappert, p. 33 sq. wrongly attribute this arrangement
to the year 1258. See Lemcke, p. 81, n, 26.
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